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MISSISSIPPI MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 
JUNIOR HIGH CHORAL DIVISION 

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN HANDBOOK 

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN DUTIES: 

1. Organize District Festival (site, judges, trophies, etc.)
Organize Mass Choir (clinician, accompanist, music)

2. Follow Guidelines as prerequisite for State Festival:
a. Each school may have multiple choirs per category per grade level to participate at 

State Festival without duplication of students within voicing category. (Mixed Choir, 
Girl’s Choir, Boy’s Choir, Mixed Ensemble, Girl’s Ensemble, Boy’s Ensemble).

b. Keep a file of the selections performed by each choir at District Festival.  (A school 
may not perform the same selection two consecutive years.)

3. At District Festival, issue STATE FESTIVAL PRE-REGISTRATION FORM to each director 
who receives a Superior Rating.  Each director is responsible for mailing a STATE 
FESTIVAL PRE-REGISTRATION FORM with fee to the State Chairman by the deadline of 
March 6, 2020.

4. Each District Chairman is responsible for mailing the DISTRICT REPORT to the State 
Chairman by March 6, 2020.
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DISTRICT CHAIRMAN RESPONSIBILITIES 

I. LIST OF CHORAL DIRECTORS IN YOUR DISTRICT
Address for mailing District Festival information

II. SECURE FACILITY FOR DISTRICT FESTIVAL
Approval of school
Use of restrooms
Security
Provide three separate areas for adjudication:  choir, ensemble and sight-reading
Check pianos, benches (chairs), music stands
Appropriate lighting
Risers to accommodate largest choirs
Parking for buses
Warm-up room

III. STAFF:  Teachers/parents/students as helpers
Registration table personnel
Young men to move piano for director’s preference
Runners from judges tables (choir, ensemble and sight-reading) to tally table
Someone to give directions in front of the auditorium
Someone to give directions to ensemble room
Someone to give directions to sight-reading room
Someone to pick up lunch and deliver it to judges

IV. CHOOSE JUDGES FOR DISTRICT FESTIVAL
Be sure they are well-versed in the junior high level
Pay honorarium and mileage – The recommended rate for adjudication is $125 per full-
day of judging, $75 per partial day.  Actual rate of payment is contingent upon arranged
honorarium negotiated by the District/State Chair.  Mileage reimbursement should be at
the current IRS prescribed rate on the date of adjudication.
Provide lunch, pencils, and comfortable judging areas (lounge with goodies)
Request they hold the first three or four adjudication sheets before sending them to the
tally table

V. CHOIR DIRECTORS PACKET IN E-MAIL – FIRST PACKET
(May request hard copy from chairman)
Pre-registration Form – numbers of students in each choir and fee
Include registration form and adjudication sheet for them to run off three copies per group
Directions to the festival site
Rules – arrival time before adjudication, rules of courtesy
When appropriate – a ballot to turn in voting on new District Chairman (Each chairman
serves two years only)
Choral Art Festival Application Form

VI. SECOND PACKET – will include the adjudication schedule for each day
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VII. TROPHIES AND FORM FOR STATE FESTIVAL
Order trophies with engraving plates (to be completed after choirs receive superior
ratings.)  You mail or deliver the engraved plate with the school name on it.

Each choral director receiving a superior rating will be responsible for mailing their form
to the State Chair so that they may participate in the State Festival.

Each District Chair will send the State Chair a list of all choirs and ensembles who qualify
for State Festival.

VIII. MISCELLANEOUS AND OTHER CREATIVE THOUGHTS
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General Eligibility Rules 

1. To be eligible to participate in interschool activities, a contestant must:

a. Be a bona fide student, having enrolled not later than the 15th day of any semester of
participation, carry the required number of subjects for graduation by their local district
and deport himself satisfactorily.

b. Upon the completion of grade eight, choose the high school he/she wishes to attend in a
city or district where there are two or more high schools or schools of secondary grade.
When a student has chosen a high school and enrolled in and attended that school for
one day or longer, the school of his choice shall become his home school. In a junior high
school situation, the choice of grade nine in a given junior high school means the choice
of the senior high school, which is designated by the appropriate school board as the
senior high school for the graduates of that particular junior high school. Any pupil who
enters grade 9 in a member public junior high school or grade 10 or above in a member
public high school and then transfers to a member private or parochial high school shall
be ineligible for a period of one year. The same is true where a pupil enters grade 9 in a
member parochial or private junior high school or grade 10 or above in a member
parochial or private high school and then transfers to a member public high school. Upon
transfer from the first member high school chosen to the second member school, he will
be ineligible for competition in either athletic and literary contests or meets until he has
been in the second school for one year from the date he enrolls in the second school.

c. In the case of a transfer student, the school shall secure a transcript of the school work
completed by the student and a transfer form signed by the principal of the school from
whence he comes. The transfer form for out-of-state transfers shall give the date the
student entered the ninth grade and whether he passed his work during the preceding
year. If any school should refuse or delay unnecessarily in sending the transcript or the
transfer form, when requested by the receiving school to do so, the Executive Director
may, upon the presentation of satisfactory proof, authorize the school to use the student
in athletic contests prior to the receipt of the transcript and the transfer form. A transfer
student is one whose parents or guardian has moved from one school district to another
and established a bona fide residence therein for some other purpose than conferring
athletic or interscholastic eligibility on the student. Any transfer student must be in good
standing from the school he/she is leaving in order to receive eligibility at his/her new
school. This includes MHSAA member schools, as well as non-member schools and
students transferring from out of state. Any student who transfers during a sport season,
even after making a bona fide move, must be approved for participation in the same sport
season.

d. Foreign Student Eligibility - a bona fide foreign exchange student may be immediately
eligible the first year in residence in the school district in which the host family is a bona
fide resident and be limited to one year of eligibility provided the student is a participant in
an established foreign exchange program accepted for listing by the Council of Standards
for International Education Travel (CSIET), and there is no evidence of athletic
recruitment resulting in the student’s attendance at the school either by the school or any
other outside entities. The foreign exchange student shall meet all other eligibility
requirements of the MHSAA Handbook. Any student that has established eligibility at a
Mississippi school and participates in a Foreign Exchange Program sponsored by a
CSIET approved program will be eligible for participation immediately upon his/her return
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to the same Mississippi school. The student shall meet all other requirements for 
eligibility as listed in the MHSAA Handbook.  

e. Eligibility Reporting – The report submitted to the State Office becomes a permanent
record. Care should be utilized to have the eligibility complete and correct as an error on
the original filing can cause difficulty one to three years later. The school should report
each student only once during a school year. Eligibility is by semesters and not by sports.
At the beginning of each school year, student eligibility should be updated 15 days prior
to the first game or contest. Schools that are late in filing eligibility will be fined $50.00.
Players participating in athletics or activities may be added to or changed after the
beginning of the season, provided the pupils are not allowed to participate in a game or
contest until properly reported. The list of players participating in athletics or activities
may be added to or changed after the beginning of the season, provided a pupil is not
allowed to participate in a game or contest until properly reported. Each school shall keep
a file copy of the eligibility sheets.

2. Academic rules for students participating in activities:

To be eligible for athletics and activities, students must pass the number of courses required by 
their local district in order to stay on graduation track. The units will be averaged as a whole, 
either numerically or by GPA, and must be 2.0 or better each semester in order to maintain 
eligibility.   

A student athlete may become eligible for the second semester only once during his/her 
middle/junior high school career if he/she fails the year-end average the previous year, by 
passing the required number of units with a 2.0. This will be done in order to keep the student 
on track for graduation.    

NOTE: Detailed information on eligibility can be found on the MHSAA website, 
www.misshsaa.com, home page under ―Eligibility.   

Special education students will be academically eligible if they are making satisfactory 
progress according to the committees reviewing their Individual Education Plans (IEP).   

Out of School One or More Semesters: If a pupil who is eligible for a given semester drops 
out of school for one or more semesters, he/she is then ineligible until he/she passes the 
required number of courses with an overall average of 2.0 during a semester. A pupil who is 
eligible for a given semester cannot drop out of school during the semester or remain out of 
school for one or more semesters and then be eligible for the next semester he attends.   

SEVENTH, EIGHTH AND ENTERING NINTH GRADE PARTICIPATION: Pupils in the seventh 
grade, eighth grade, and entering the ninth grade participating in high school extra-curricular 
activities must have a 2.0 overall average (computed numerically or by GPA) for the four core 
courses (English, math, science and social studies) from the preceding semester. The year-end 
average for the spring semester will be used to compute averages for the fall semester. 
Students must be on track to be promoted to be eligible.   

If a student meets promotional requirements at the end of the school year but is retained in the 
same grade, the student is ineligible for one (1) year. This is commonly referred to as 
redshirting. If the student participates after being declared ineligible, the school will be placed on 
athletic probation by the MHSAA. Also, the school could lose accreditation by the State 
Department of Education.   
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SUMMER SCHOOL CREDITS: An accredited summer school shall be considered as an 
extension of the second semester of the school session, and credits earned in such a school 
may be considered in determining the scholastic eligibility of students. The completion of a full 
unit, major subject, during a summer school shall be classed as passing one major subject for 
one unit of credit and not as passing two major subjects for one half unit each. Accredited 
correspondence courses may be accepted for establishing athletic eligibility provided the course 
has been completed and recorded by the opening of school.  

Exceptions to Rule (1) may be made by the Executive Director in the following cases: 

1. Students that have been tested, screened, and placed in a TMR or EMR Special
Education program.

2. Students that have been tested, screened, and placed in accordance with their IEP in
a Special Education Program approved by the State Department of Education will be
ruled eligible with the following requirements:

a. Make satisfactory progress in their course work.

b. Maintain attendance according to district policy.

c. Be assigned a date of entering the ninth grade corresponding to other students
of that age.

d. Be subject to all other rules and regulations of the MHSAA.

General Eligibility Rules, Junior High/Middle Schools 

To be eligible to participate in interschool Junior High/Middle activities, a contestant must: 

a. Be a bona fide student having enrolled not later than the fifteenth day of any semester
of participation, carry four basic courses* and deport himself satisfactorily.

b. A pupil must attend school in the school district of which his parents are actual bona
fide residents.

c. A student must pass their grade level by achieving at least an average of 2.0 in four
basic courses* the previous semester (computed numerically or by GPA). The year-end
average for the spring semester will be used to compute averages for the fall semester.

d. To be eligible for participation as a seventh grader a student must be promoted with an
average of 2.0 from sixth to seventh grade and for participation as an eighth grader a
student must be promoted from seventh to eighth grade with a 2.0 average.

e. A pupil who is not eligible at the beginning of the school year may become eligible the
second semester only once during the student’s junior high school career by passing four
basic courses with an overall average of 2.0.

f. The instructional program of the district is based on an instructional management
plan/system which defines core objectives, standards of mastery, and criteria for the
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academic promotion/progression of students from one grade level to the next. The criteria 
prohibit the retention of students for extracurricular purposes.  

g. Have on file with the Executive Director at least 15 days prior to the first game or
contest the eligibility list giving all information on the form required by the Director.

h. Age:  Seventh grader must not have reached 14 years of age prior to August 1.

Eighth grader must not have reached 15 years of age prior to August 1. 

Ninth grader must not have reached 16 years of age prior to August 1.   

i. Sixth grade students are no longer eligible to participate in MHSAA sponsored events;
however they are eligible for participation in MMEA events, such as District Choral
Festival, The Choral Art Festival, Solo & Ensemble as well as All-State.  In such cases,
catastrophic insurance through MHSAA is unavailable. An entire choral program may be
put on probation if caught using ineligible students.  Do not risk probation for your group.
Take the time to know and follow the rules.

* Basic courses - Any subject that meets the equivalent of at least 250 minutes per week or
meets the State Department requirement.

To be eligible only for middle/junior high activities, a student must have passed any four 
courses (that meet the equivalent of 250 minutes per week and meet MDE requirements) with a 
2.0 average for the preceding semester (computed numerically or by GPA.)  The year-end 
average for the spring semester will be used to compute averages for the fall semester. 
Students must be on track to be promoted to be eligible. 

To be eligible for high school activities, the middle/junior high school students must have a 2.0 
overall average (computed numerically or by GPA) for the four core courses (English, math, 
science, and social studies) from the preceding semester.  The year-end average for the spring 
semester will be used to compute averages for the fall semester.  Students must be on track to 
be promoted to be eligible. 

Summer school, or extended school year grades will replace the grade for a failed course in the 
spring semester GPA.  
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DISTRICT/STATE CHORAL FESTIVAL JUDGES’S EXPENSE FORM 

Judge’s Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________ 

REIMBURSMENTS: 

Meals (Include Receipts): $__________ 

Lodging (Include Receipt): $_________ 

HONORARIUM: 

Total Honorarium: $__________ 

MILEAGE: 

Distance: _____ miles X  _____ per mile = $___________ 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAID:  $___________ 

District Chairperson Signature: __________________________________________ 

Adjudicator Signature: _________________________________________________ 

Date: ______________________________________________________________ 

**District Chair must keep this form for records** 
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GUIDELINES FOR JUDGING 

1. Call it as you see it.  Our ratings are I – Superior, II – Excellent, III – Good, IV – Poor.
We do not give plus or minus ratings, i.e. II+.  As you are judging, please keep in mind
that each category is listed in order of priority.

2. Justify your ratings with appropriate comments.  Regardless of the rating given, but
especially if you give a II or less, please give positive, but constructive suggestions for
improvement.  When writing comments please think quality not quantity.  You may tape
your comments or write them on the adjudication form.  If you write your comments,
please tape the group singing (if applicable).

3. We do not have a set number of superior ratings that should be given.  Judges alone
determine that.  Because superior-rated groups advance to State competition, we
strongly encourage tough but fair assessment of a group’s performance; giving a superior
to a group which doesn’t warrant it can make the State Competition a very painful
experience.  Be honest.

4. Judges are allowed to keep up to four packets to check consistency of the ratings given.
We ask that after that point all packets be passed on as quickly as possible upon
completion.

5. If there are any problems during the contest, notify the chairman immediately.

6. You must keep up with all receipts and complete the judge’s expense form for complete
reimbursement.
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Festival Information 

When _____________________________________ 

Where _____________________________________ 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: 

1) Fees are payable to:  __________________________________

2) Due date:  __________________________________________

3) Mail to:  __________________________________________

__________________________________________  

__________________________________________  

__________________________________________  

Please stick to the deadline!! 

1. Schedules will be determined by the number of groups that register and have paid
by the deadline.  These fees are not refundable.  Only groups that have paid will
be scheduled.  No late applications will be accepted.  No one will be scheduled
after the deadline.

2. Bring three copies of each selection with the measures numbered for each group
and three adjudication sheets filled out for each performing group.  If using books,
have them paper-clipped.  Place all in a manila envelope – one for each
performing group - labeled with a magic maker (BIG BLACK LETTERS!) with the
name of the school and group.

3. There will be no entry into a performance area while a group is on stage.  You
must wait to enter between groups.  Do not applaud or talk after the first piece is
performed.  After the applause of the second piece, please be very quiet and leave
the area quickly and quietly.

4. No children under the age of five will be allowed into the adjudication area.  This is
a contest, not a concert.

5. Come dressed.

6. Be on time.  Be patient.  Be polite.  Be flexible.



District Choral Festival Pre-Registration Form 
(Mail with Fee) 

Return by:  __________________________________________  

Mail to District Chairperson: _________________  MMEA  Membership # _______________Exp.Date_________ 

School Name __________________________________  

School Address ________________________________  

City  _____________________  Zip Code ________ 

Accompanist: __________________________________ 

Director’s Name _________________________ 

School Phone ___________________________ 

Home Phone ___________________________ 

Director Email:___________________________
Reminder:  Ensembles are twenty or fewer and choirs are twenty-one and above.  Please see rules 
regarding adjudication in your MMEA Junior High/Middle School Choral Handbook. 

Type of Group Grade Level Number in Group Amount Due 
    (Circle)     (Circle) 

Mixed Choir     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

SAB Choir     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

SSA Choir     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

Boy’s Choir     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

Other Choir     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 
Specify   _______________ 

Girl’s Ensemble 1     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

Girl’s Ensemble 2     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

Boy’s Ensemble 1     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

Boy’s Ensemble 2     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

Mixed Ensemble 1     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

Mixed Ensemble 2     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 

Other Ensemble     7  8  9  ______________  $ _____________ 
Specify   _______________ 

Total Performers  ______________     @ $ __  Each = $ ________ 

(Max of _____ per type of group – No max per school) 
Sight-Singing – Please indicate preference of sight-singing grouping (s).  See page 26 in Handbook for 
more information.   

Type of Group Voicing:  unison, two-part, three-part, or four-part  Level
_______________________________________  ____________________________________  ________ 
_______________________________________  ___________________________________  ________ 
_______________________________________  ___________________________________  ________ 
_______________________________________  ___________________________________  ________ 
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Preferred Date:__________________________ Preferred Time:_______________________



JUNIOR HIGH CHORAL DIVISION
DISTRICT FESTIVAL REGISTRATION FORM 

(Bring to Festival) 

School Name __________________________________  Director’s Name _________________________ 

School Address ________________________________  City  _____________________  Zip Code ______ 

School Phone __________________ Home Phone _________________  Cell Phone ________________ 

School Enrollment _______________ Email Address ____________________________________________ 

Group 1 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7  8  9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

Group 2 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

Group 3 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 
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JUNIOR HIGH CHORAL DIVISION 
DISTRICT FESTIVAL REGISTRATION FORM 

Page 2 (Bring to Festival) 

School Name __________________________________  Director’s Name _________________________ 

Group 4 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

Group 5 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

Group 6 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 
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State Choral Festival Pre-Registration Form 
(Mail with Fee) 

Mail to State President by  March 6, 2020 

Emily Massey 
5417 Pine Bluff Rd 
Decatur, MS 39327 

School Name __________________________________  

School Address ________________________________  

City  _____________________  Zip Code ________  

Estimated travel time ___________________________   

Director’s Name _________________________ 

School Phone ___________________________ 

Home Phone ___________________________   

MMEA Membership # ____________________ 

Exp. Date #____________________________ 

Director Email:___________________________

Reminder:  Ensembles are twenty or fewer and choirs are twenty-one and above.  Please see rules 
regarding adjudication in your MMEA Junior High/Middle School Choral Handbook. 

Type of Group Grade Level Number in Group x $4.00 = Amount Due 
    (Circle)     (Circle) 

Mixed Choir     7   8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

SAB Choir     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

SSA Choir     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

Boy’s Choir     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

Other Choir     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 
Specify   _______________ 

Girl’s Ensemble 1     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

Girl’s Ensemble 2     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

Boy’s Ensemble 1     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

Boy’s Ensemble 2     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

Mixed Ensemble 1     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

Mixed Ensemble 2     7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 

Other Ensemble  7  8  9  ______________  x $4.00 = $ ___________ 
Specify   _______________ 

Total Participants  ______________  

GRAND TOTAL FOR SCHOOL $ ___________  
(Max of $400 per type of Choir – No max per school 

Minimum of $50 per Ensemble) 

Sight-Singing – Please indicate preference of sight-singing grouping (s).  See page 26 in Handbook for 
more information.  _______ Check if your choir will only be sight-reading and not performing on stage. 

Type of Group Voicing:  unison, two-part, three-part, or four-part  Level
_______________________________________  ____________________________________  ________ 
_______________________________________  ___________________________________  ________ 
_______________________________________  ___________________________________  ________ 
_______________________________________  ___________________________________  ________ 

Preferred Date: ______________________________ Earliest Time:   __________________________

Latest Time:     __________________________ 
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Accompanist:__________________________________



JUNIOR HIGH CHORAL DIVISION 
STATE FESTIVAL REGISTRATION FORM 

(Bring to Festival) 

School Name __________________________________  Director’s Name _________________________ 

School Address ________________________________  City  _____________________  Zip Code ______  

School Phone __________________  Home Phone _________________  Cell Phone ________________ 

School Enrollment___________Email Address__________________________  MMEA Membership # ________ 

Group 1 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

Group 2 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

Group 3 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 
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JUNIOR HIGH CHORAL DIVISION 
STATE FESTIVAL REGISTRATION FORM 

PAGE 2 
(Bring to Festival) 

School Name __________________________________  Director’s Name _________________________ 

Group 4 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

 .....................................................................................................................................................................................  

Group 5 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

 .....................................................................................................................................................................................  

Group 6 Number of students in this group:  ______   _____ _____  ______  
    7    8   9 Total 

Circle the category 
CHOIR: Mixed Boys Treble ENSEMBLE:  Mixed Boys Treble 

SELECTIONS COMPOSER PUBLISHER  VOICING 

1. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 

2. _______________________ _________________________ __________________  _________ 
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Mississippi Music Educators Association 
Junior High Choral Division 

District/State Assessment Form 

SCHOOL – DIRECTOR DATE  PERFORMANCE TIME 

GROUP SIZE 

GROUP NAME 
1.         2. 

SELECTIONS - Title(s) and Composer(s) 
SCORE AREAS OF REVIEW 

(+ Good/ - Needs Improvement/ blank = OK) 
COMMENTS 

SOUND QUALITY (30.0) 
30.0 Tone Quality (15.0) 

 Natural (for this age group) 

 Free (of tension)        Vibrant (has energy) 

 Blend        Control 
Pitch (15.0) 
 Accuracy  Intonation 

TECHNICAL ACCURACY (30.0) 
30.0 Technique (10.0) 

 Attacks   Releases 

 Accents  Challenge of Music 
Rhythm (10.0) 
 Accuracy  Steady Pulse 

 Tempi 
Diction (10.0) 
 Pronunciation  Enunciation 

 Unified Vowel Formation 

 Concise Consonants 
MUSICALITY (35.0) 

35.0 Interpretation, Musicianship (15.0) 
 Correct Style Application 
Appropriate Repertoire 
 Balance  Expressivity 

 Artistry           Nuances 

 Sense of Ensemble  

 Communicating with a Sense of Purpose             
Dynamics (10.0) 
 Use Of Full Range (ff-pp) 

 Use of Subtle Dynamic Changes 
Breath Management (10.0) 
 Phrasing  Supports Tone 

 Carefully Planned and Executed 
STAGE DEPORTMENT (5.0) 

5.0  Attitude        Confidence 

 Appearance        Posture 

 Facial Expressions 
ADJUDICATION SCALE – By Rating:  1 = (Superior)  2 = (Excellent)      3 = (Good/Average)      4 = (Fair)      5 = (Needs Improvement) 
By Score: 90–100 = (Superior)    80–89.9 = (Excellent)   70–79.9 = (Good/Average)   60–69.9 = (Fair)   Less than 60 = (Needs Improvement) 

(Cont. on back) 

Score / 
Rating 

________________________________    ________________________________ 
           Adjudicator (print)                                     Adjudicator (sign) 
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Choral Festival Sight-Reading Assessment Form 

Name of Ensemble __________________________________________________ 
Stage Performance Voicing _________Sight Reading Voicing_______Sight-Reading Level______ 
School_____________________________ Grade Level __________ Number of Singers_________ 

Melodic/Harmonic Sight-Reading – 60 points 
1-7 8-15 16-23 24-30 Score 

I PITCH 
(30 points) 

Less than 40% 
accuracy overall 

40-70% accuracy
overall

75-89% accuracy overall;
or 90-100% accuracy in
some parts with several

errors in one or more parts

90-100%
accuracy in all 

parts 

1-2 3-4 5-7 8-10
II RHYTHM 

AND FLOW 
(10 points) 

Less than 
40%accuracy 

overall 

No consistent 
tempo; No 
evidence of 

musical 
phrasing 

40 – 74% accuracy 
overall 

Tempo somewhat 
unsteady; phrasing 

is halted or 
interrupted 

75-89% accuracy overall

Tempo generally steady 
with some minor 

discrepancies;  Phrasing 
slightly irregular 

90 -100% 
accuracy in all 

parts 

Consistent 
tempo; 

Phrasing is 
musical 

throughout 
1-5 6-10 11-15 16-20

III INTONATION 
AND/OR 

VERTICAL 
HARMONY 
(20 points) 

Intonation not 
satisfactory 

Vertical 
harmonic 

relationship is 
missing in most 

parts 

Intonation 
somewhat 

satisfactory 

Vertical harmonic 
relationship is not 

clear; errors in 
several parts 

Some parts in tune 
throughout with several 

intonation errors in one or 
more parts; or slight 
intonation problems 

overall 
Vertical harmonic 

relationship lines up; 
sense of tonality in some 

parts 

Intonation 
excellent 

throughout 

Vertical 
harmonic 

relationship 
lines up; 

strong sense of 
tonality in all 

parts 

RHYTHMIC SIGHT-READING- 30 points 
1-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 Score 

  I RHYTHM 
(20 points) 

Less than 40 % 
accuracy 

40-74% accuracy 75-89% accuracy 90-100%
accuracy

1-2 3-4 5-7 8-10 Score 
II Flow 

(10 points) 
No consistent 

tempo; No 
evidence of 

musical 
phrasing 

Tempo somewhat 
unsteady; Phrasing 

is halted or 
interrupted 

Tempo generally steady 
with some minor 

discrepancies; Phrasing 
slightly irregular 

Consistent 
tempo; 

Phrasing is 
musical 

throughout 

SIGHT-READING “WORK ETHIC” – 10 points 
1-2 3-4 5-7 8-10 SCORE 

I ENSEMBLE 
WORK (USE 

OF TIME) 
(10 points) 

Less than 40 % of 
students on task 

100% of the time 

40-74% of the
students on task

100% of the time

75-89% of the students on
task 100% of the time

90-100% of
the students

on task 100%
of the time

TOTAL SCORE 1-54 55-69 70-84 85-100
RATING IV III II I 

COMMENTS________________________________________________________________________ 

Judge’s Signature _______________________________________ 
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TALLY SHEET 

GROUP 
SIGHT 

SINGING 
VOICING/

LEVEL 

SIGHT 
SINGING 

JUDGE 
#1 

JUDGE 
#2 

JUDGE 
#3 

TOTAL 
RATING 
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MISSISSIPPI HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
DISTRICT CHORAL FESTIVAL 

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

District __________________  Location  _____________________________ 

Date ____________________  Adjudicators ___________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Name of Chairman ________________________________________________ 

LIST ONLY THOSE RATING SUPERIOR 

SCHOOL PERFORMING GROUP 
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MISSISSIPPI HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
DISTRICT CHORAL FESTIVAL 

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

LIST ONLY THOSE RATING SUPERIOR 

SCHOOL SIGHT-SINGING LEVEL/VOICING 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Total number of participants in festival  ___________  

Total number of schools represented ____________  

Total number of groups entered: 

Mixed Choir ________  Treble Choir ___________  Boy’s Choir ___________ 

Mixed Ensemble ____  Treble Ensemble _______  Boy’s Ensemble ________ 

Send copies of this report 
and tally sheet to:    

State Junior High Choral Chairman 
Emily Massey
5417 Pine Bluff Rd 
Decatur, MS 39327
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 District Financial Report 
(Mail to State President along with District Festival Report) 

District: ______________________________ 

Chairperson: __________________________ 

Date: ________________________________ 

Beginning Balance: $____________________ 

Deposits/Revenue: $____________________ 

Expenses: 
Judges: $________________________ 

Meals: $_________________________ 

Lodging: $_______________________ 

Mileage: $_______________________ 

Trophies/Plaques: $________________ 

Misc.: $__________________________ 

Number of Participants _____  x  $0.25 = ____ (PAID TO MMEA) 

Total Festival Income: $__________________ 

Total Festival Expenses: $________________ 

Ending Balance: $_______________________ 



MHSAA/MMEA   CHORAL   ART   FESTIVAL  
APPROVAL   FORM   -   DUE   BY   DECEMBER   1,   2019  

(Please   complete   a   separate   form   for   each   performing   group   for   which   you   are   requesting   approval.) 

SCHOOL   NAME:   ________________________________________________________________________________  

SCHOOL   MAILING   ADDRESS:   ___________________________________________________________________  

CITY:   ___________________________________________________________    ZIP:   __________________________  

CHORAL   DIRECTOR:   ________________________________      SCHOOL   PHONE:   (____)   ______   -   ____________  

CELL   #:   (____)   ______   -_________      E-MAIL:________________________________________________________  

GROUP   TYPE   (SAB,   SSA,   Etc.):    __________________________________________     #   OF   STUDENTS:   _______  

Basis   for   Application:   (Check   All   That   Apply   AND   Include   a   Full   Explanation   Below.)  

_____  First-year   teacher  
_____  New   program   or   group   established   within   the   past   3   years.   (Date   group   was   established   _______)  
_____ Existing   group   has   not   performed   at   JH   District   Festival   or   HS   SPA   in   the   past   3   years  
_____  Existing   group   chooses   not   to   compete   in   JH   District   Festival   or   HS   SPA  
_____ High   director   turnover   rate   in   program.    (Number   of   directors   in   the   past   3   years   _______)  
_____     High   student   turnover   rate   in   group  
_____     6th   Grade   Choir   (Note:   6th   graders   may   not   perform   with   any   other   grades.)  
_____     Conflict   with   the   date(s)   of   JH   District   Festival   or   HS   SPA  
_____     Other   _______________________________________________________________________  

PLEASE   provide   a   full   explanation   below:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

PLEASE   MAIL   OR   E-MAIL   APPROVAL   FORM   TO:  

Joel   Hill,   President-Elect  
105   Elm   Court  
Madison,   MS   39110   
C   601.668.9148  
Email:   jhill@madison-schools.com  

The   CAF   Approval   Committee   consists   of   the   Executive   Boards   of   the   MMEA   JH   &   HS   Divisions.   

_________   Approved           __________   Denied             Date:    ___________          CAF   Coordinator   Initials:   __________  

Comments:   _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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MISSISSIPPI CHORAL ART FESTIVAL 
REGISTRATION FORM DUE JANUARY 18, 2020 

(Approval “Form 8” must be submitted by December 1, 2019) 

SCHOOL:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOOL ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY:________________________________________________   ZIP:____________________________________ 

CHORAL DIRECTOR:____________________________    ACCOMPANIST: ______________________________ 

CELL #: (____) ______ -_________    E-MAIL:_______________________________________________________ 

Please indicate the following for your groups ( circle one ): Comments Only Ratings

Total number of students ____________________ X  $5.00  per student =   $_________________
(number in performing choir + number in any performing ensemble = total)  Enclosed

Selections to be performed: Prescribed List & page number    OR    By approval of mentor or festival chairman
 (Circle One)

1. ___________________________________________ Prescribed Music List ______  page # _____     YES   NO

2. ___________________________________________ Prescribed Music List ______  page # _____     YES   NO

Type of Group:  Write in the blank the  Number of Singers / Grade Level(s) . 

Choir (Circle One):  SATB____ /____    SAB___ /____     TTBB___ /____      SSA___ /____     OTHER: ____ / ____

Ensemble (Circle One): Madrigals___ /____    Ensemble___ /____ (* Voicing _______)    

_______________________________________ _ ________________________________________
 Principal’s Signature     Choral Director’s Signature 

(REQUIRED) 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : 

Mississippi High School Activities Association  (MHSAA) for 7th-12th grade choirs. 
AND/OR 
Mississippi Music Educators Association  (MS MMEA) for 6th grade only choirs. 

MAIL PAYMENT & REGISTRATION TO: 

Joel Hill, President-Elect 
105 Elm Court 
Madison, MS 39110  
C 601.668.9148 
Email:  jhill@madison-schools.com 
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MISSISSIPPI CHORAL ART FESTIVAL 
CLINICIAN COMMENT FORM 

______________________________ _________________________________
    Rating (optional)       Clinician 

SCHOOL _________________________________________________  SCHOOL CLASSIFICATION (1A, 2A, etc.) __________ 

TYPE OF GROUP ____________________________________________________________  NUMBER IN GROUP _________ 

TITLE OF SELECTIONS: 1.  _________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________________

____ Accuracy (20 points possible):   (correct pitches & rhythms) 

____ Tone (15 points possible):   (beauty, vitality, warmth) 

____ Intonation (10 points possible):  (vertical & horizontal) 

____ Diction (10 points possible):   (purity of vowels, clarity of consonants) 

____ Balance (10 points possible):   (between sections) 

____ Blend (10 points possible):   (within sections) 

____ Technique (10 points possible):   (breathing, attacks, releases)

____ Interpretation (10 points possible):   (historical style, dynamics, tempo, mood) 

____  Other (5 points):    (stage deportment, facial expressions, etc.) 

Ratings Scale: I-Superior-85-100 II-Excellent-75-84 III-Good-65-74
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